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Confidence and Trust in the United States
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United States: Decline in Trust in Government
[National Election Studies; Gallup; CBS; ABC; Pew]
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Confidence in National Government for International and Domestic Affairs
[Gallup Poll]
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United States: Trust in Different Braches of Government
[Gallup Poll]
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Trust More Stable In Lacal and Regional Level
[Gallup Poll]
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The Police



Confidence and Trust in the United States

• Trust in NATIONAL government has declined sharply over last 60 years

• Trust in LOCAL government is higher and more stable

• Trust in police remains high compared to other institutions



Confidence and Trust in Europe
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Trust in the Political System and Trust in Others

Trust in the political system Trust in others
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Europe: Trust in Police, Judicial System, Political System
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Source: Eurostat Data from 2013
Adults 16+



Confidence and Trust in Europe

• Trust more stable in Europe

• Significant variation across individual nations

• Trust in police higher than trust in political system, but with national 
variation

• Trust in judiciary lower than police but higher than system as a whole

• Weak relationship between trust in police and trust in system



Confidence and Trust Around the Globe 
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Summary

• Global trust in police remains high, relative to other government 
functions

• Significant national variation in trust

• Data from US suggests that trust is more stable among more local 
institutions than in nation as a whole
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